Mitchell County
USDA Service Center

Mitchell County FSA
118 West Main

Beloit, KS 67420
785-738-5172

FAX: 785-738-2768
www.fsa.usda.gov/ks

Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

County Committee
Carolyn Finney
Barry McPeak

Jane Wallace

County Committee meets
2" Tuesday of Month at 8:30 a.m.

Staff

Jamie Powell CED
Marilyn Seehafer PT
Darnell Winkel PT
Sara Deneke PT
Debra Stalcup PT
Brenda Hollaway PT

COUNTY
COMMITTEE
ELECTION

The 2007 Mitchell County
Committee election will be
held in the west third of the
county. Nominations must
be in by August 1, and are
encouraged from minorities
and unrepresented groups.
Nomination forms and Fact
Sheets can be obtained from
any FSA Office or at
www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/

Ballots will be mailed in
November and must be re-
turned by December 3. Bal-
lots can not be signed by a
power of attorney.

FAILED ACRES
Failed acreage is to be re-
ported to FSA before the
crop is destroyed to create
acreage history credit. If the
crop is insured, a copy of
proof of loss can be filed to
verify existence. If the crop
is not insured, FSA must
make a field visit to verify
the crop was planted and
document the cause of loss.
Separate provisions apply
for crops covered by NAP.
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ACREAGE REPORTS

To collect program benefits including loan de-
ficiency payments, crop loans, crop insurance,
non-insured assistance program, disaster bene-
fits, or history, acreage reports are required.

Many programs require all cropland on the
farm be certified before benefits can be
earned. Each farm must have all cropland
acres reported, all old soil bank acres, water-
ways, feeding lots, feed crops and fallow. The
final day to certify wheat or oats was May 31.

The final date to certify corn, milo, soybeans,
sunflowers, fallow, alfalfa and other feed
crops is August 1. Crops covered in the Non-
Insured Assistance Program have earlier dates.

As soon as you finish planting fall crops, re-
port those acres. With our tight budget and in-
creased workload, we most likely will not
send out reminders. Therefore, it will be the
operator’s responsibility to remember to
timely file crop acreage certifications. Late
file provisions do exist, but are very expensive
as field visits are required and must be com-
pleted before any tillage is performed.

NON-INSURED ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Producers in the Non-insured Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) for 2007 must report any loss in
production within 15 days of the date of loss.
With drought, a loss may not be known until

harvest, so you would have 15 days after har-
vest to report a loss.

Acres must be reported 15 days before any
haying or grazing takes place. If you applied
for coverage on forage sorghum, you must re-
port the acres immediately after planting.

The final date to purchase NAP coverage for
the upcoming fall or winter wheat grazing as
well as 2008 ornamental and nursery crops, is
September 1, 2007. Producers interested in
this coverage must file an application and pay
a non-refundable administrative service fee of
$100 per crop by September 1.

The final date to purchase NAP coverage on
grass (hay, grazing or seed) and alfalfa for the
2008 season is Dec. 1, 2007. The final date to

buy NAP for 2008 feed sorghums is March 15.

Those who have NAP must provide verifiable
production evidence for the covered crop to
remain eligible for the disaster payment. If the
production will be fed, an FSA measurement
is required and sample bale weights.

CRP — Managed Haying and Grazing

Due to a settlement with the National Wildlife
Federation provisions for managed haying and
grazing of CRP acreage have been revised.
The revision affects new or reenrolled CRP
Contracts approved after September 25, 2007,
and existing CRP Contracts; provided man-
aged haying or grazing was_not previously
approved on the contract before September 25,
2007. The following guidelines provide the
settlement revisions with an exception noted at
the end.

mA payment assessment shall be assessed
based on the number of acres actually hayed
or grazed times the CRP annual rental pay-
ment times 25%.

mA burn with cost share, and haying or grazing
may not be in the same year.

mThe acreage may be rented or leased for hay-
ing or grazing privileges.

mExcluded CRP acreages are: Wildlife Food
Plots, Wildflower areas, Filter Strips, useful
life easements, and land within 100 feet of a
stream or water body.

Managed Grazing — The acreage may be ap-
proved for managed provisions 1 out of every
5 years, including years of emergency grazing
release.

Grazing is conducted from July 16 through
November 13 not to exceed 120 consecutive
days or as otherwise limited by a management
plan or conditions.

Managed Haying — The acreage may be ap-
proved for managed provisions 1 out of every
10 years, including those years of emergency
release. Haying is permitted on no more than
50 percent of each field or contiguous field
once in five years. Haying is permitted from
July 16 thru August 15. The hay must be re-
moved from the field within 30 days from the
final date to hay. The hay may not be stored
on CRP acreage and the hay may be sold.

Exception — applies to existing CRP contracts
providing that managed haying and/or grazing
was approved on a CRP Contract’s Conserva-
tion Plan prior to September 26, 2007. If
haying and/or grazing was previously ap-
proved by this date the guidelines we have
used in the past are grandfathered in. Below
are guidelines for those in the exception
status:

= Managed haying or grazing is authorized
1 of every 3 years.

= No haying or grazing during the nesting or
brood season (April 15 - July 15).

** Please contact our office if you have fur-
ther questions.
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2007 CROP
LOANS

The 2007 crop loan rates
for Mitchell County are
as follows:

Wheat - $2.92/bu.

Corn - $1.91/bu.
Gr.Sorghum - $3.31/cwt
Oats - $1.34/bu.
Soybeans - $4.85/bu.
Sunflowers - $8.39/cwt.
Other oilseed rates are
available if needed.

Crop loans are for a nine
month period. For grain
in the elevator, the
warehouse receipt must
show storage is paid for
the nine month period or
the loan rate is reduced.
Interest rates change
monthly, but the rate is
fixed from disbursement
to January 1 when it
changes to the January
interest rate.

Farm stored grain must
be in a structure that al-
lows safe and easy ac-
cess. There must be
sufficient headroom in
the bin to allow for in-
spection, probing and
treatment. Permanent
ladders must be at-
tached to the bin and
bins must be num-
bered. This applies
whether the quantity is
for a certified or meas-
ured loan.

DIRECT AND COUNTER
CYCLICAL PROGRAM

Contract acres in the Direct and Counter Cy-
clical Program (DCP) must be maintained all
year from weeds going to seed and erosion.
This applies to fallow acres as well as crops.
The final date to enroll in DCP is August 3.
Late filed applications cost $100.00 per farm.

CONSERVATION RESERVE
PROGRAMS (CRP)

CRP acres are covered by a binding contract.
CRP must not be hayed, grazed, harvested for
seed or any other benefit. Also, weeds and
trees must be controlled. Those that had trees
and trails reported last year need to make sure
the same problem is not reoccurring. If trees
or trails are found now on CRP acres, it will
be treated as a violation.

CRP acres can not be used to store machinery,
vehicles or bales. Gravel, sand, and oil can not
be taken from these acres. CRP acres can not
have trails, paths or lanes. Mowing strips or
lanes in CRP is prohibited. Lanes or strips are
considered hunting lanes and are a violation of
the contract. Any activity that disturbs the per-
manent cover is prohibited.

Penalties for violations include a refund of all

previous rental payments, cost shares, interest
on both, and liquidated damages.

NEW FARM BILL

2007 is the final crop year of the current
Farm Bill. Lawmakers are working on
new rules; however there is no indication
what the outcome will be. When the cur-
rent laws expire, the farm programs in ef-
fect now may or may not continue. We
will keep you posted of developments.

Reminders

All changes of address, opera-
tor, ownership, and direct de-
posit should be reported as
soon as they are known
throughout the year.

Contact FSA before breaking
land, removing tree areas, re-
moving field boundaries re-
moving farm stored loan grain
or planting any crop that might
be a fruit or vegetable on con-
tract acreage.

Check your CRP Plan of op-
erations and remember to get
food plots planted if they are
in your plan.

Weeds/trees must be con-
trolled on Conservation Re-
Sserve acres.

July 4 Office Closed.
August 1 Last day to report fall crops.
August 3 Last day to sign up in DCP.
Continues Rural Youth Loans for 10-20
Year Olds
Farm Operating and Farm
. Ownership Loans for Begin-
Continues - .
ning Farmers and Socially
Disadvantaged Applicants
Direct and Guaranteed Operat-
Continues | ing and Farm Ownership
Loans
Continues | Farm Storage Facility Loans
Continues Continuous Conservation Re-
serve Program
Continues MILCX Program

WEBSITES
FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov
Kansas FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov/ks
USDA - www.usda.gov
Obtain a Level 2 e-Authentication Account
- www.eauth.egov.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is de-
rived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA'’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Di-
rector, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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